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Times Nsws NETWORK

‘Pnne:.’l‘hmktmkatmeInﬁer-
national Centre has initiated a
study to evaluate the real cost

| Chinchwad toreduce wastage.
. The project sought to deve-
lop evidence-based policies to
ratlonahse water tariffs and

'I‘hestudyWouldbe done in
collaboration with Gokhale In-
stitute of Politics and Econo-
mics (GIPE) and Pune Know-
ledge Cluster. In Jan, the think
_tank conducted a roundtable
‘whan%expertsmrtmpated

Dinanath Kholkar, rese-
arch track lead, Pune Interna-

of waterinthedlyandhmpn ;

The study’s participants

tionalCentm, smd "Weanein- :

teracm;gva'thAusnnmunlcl
palitytoum;grstandhowwa
ter metering is done at
individual levels. They also
trackhowmnchwater]sbeing
consumed and how much isbe-
ing wasted.”

“Around 40% water is was- .
‘tedfrom the point it isstored to -

 Study to evaluate price-based
approach for water management

- whereitisdistributed. Thereis

| nouniformitywhenitcomesto -
- water meters. Use is tracked at

society and not individual le-
vels. Currently, water pricing
can be tracked through proper-
ity tax at individual level and

change the behaviour of non-
consumptive water use. A
strong lever is the pricing me-
chanism. It is an existential go-
od and has a unique connota-
tion in our minds. This iswhat
we can base the pricingmecha- |
nism on,” Gurdas Nulkar, di- :
rector; Centre for Sustainable |
Development, GIPE, said. :
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Project Jal Mul;ra :

launched, aims
to address water
crisis through
cost-effective
approach

EXPRESS NEWSSEHWGE
PUNE, APRIL 26 T

WRE’ONSEmmepmSMwa-
ter challenges facmg Pune, an

for Sustamable ;

projectanmstorevolmomsefwa- :

| “ter management in the region.
 Rapid urbanisation, coupled

ﬂxslnmmweather pat

Pune‘swatermmu‘ces.’l‘omde 3

| this issue, Jal Mulya focuses on

evaluaﬁngmemecostofwater
services and pricing structures
in Pune and Pimpri-Chinchwad.

The project's objective is to
understand the real cost of wa-
ter at the urban local body level.
Some of the key outcomes ex-
pected ﬁumthepro;ect mclude

the developmenﬂ)f a template
for evaluating these costs, and
the formulation of policy guide-
lines for rationalising water tar-

| iffs and pricing structures.

Moreover, the project seeks
to develop a framework called
STEP--Societal Engagement,

- Technology, Economic Model,
and Policy Initiatives—which can
serve as a template for other
cities facing similar challenges.
Through analysis of problems
- and stakeholder engagement,

A A T ey R TRy g (D AN

~ International Centre (plc) i

T Pﬂne Knowledge Cluster. The

| placed immense pressure on
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® news ser-
- Indian cities are fac-
urbanisation leading
ing demand of wa-
ging weather and
. patterns, deplet-
water levels, and
ng temperature are
to affect water avail-
thus leading to uncer-
=iy in urban water supply.
- Most of the Indian cities are
- @oing through this, Bangalore
Being the recent example.
The rapid economic growth
in Pune has attracted a sig-
nificant influx of people from
across the country. The rapid
growth of economic oppor-
funities in Pune, its benign
climate, educational facilities,
and ample water resources
have led to a rising influx of
people from across the coun-
try. However, rising affluence
and changing lifestyles have
led to increase in per capita
consumption of water. This,
coupled with less reliable
rainfall due to shifting climate
patterns, has raised concerns
over potential water shortag-
es, which could disrupt both
city life and the thriving econ-
omy. Itis therefore imperative
to proactively address the
challenges to safeguard water
supply and bolster both social
well-being and economic sta-
bility. A climate-resilient ap-
proach is crucial for ensuring
sustainable water security

over time.

The study’s rationale centres
on the critical importance
of ensuring adequate and
high-quality water for all res-
idents in conventional cities
and smart cities.
Unfortunately, Pune’s water
resources also face chal-
lenges such as rainfall has
become less predictable, de-
pleting ground water levels,
changing climatic conditions
and increasing competitive
demands across all sectors.
These are, along with rising
concerns about water avaijl-
ability, leading to water supply

shortages, disrupting not only -

daily life but also the city's
thriving economy. Thus, it's
crucial to anticipate and ad-
dress these challenges pro-

actively.
A collaborative effort of Pune
International  Centre (PIC);

Centre for Sustainable De-
velopment (Gokhale Institute
of Politics and Economics);
and Pune Knowledge Clus-
ter, the proposed “Jal Mulya”
project aims to evaluate the
true cost of water services
and pricing structures in Pune
and  Pimpri-Chinchwad. It
recognises the critical impor-
tance of ensuring adequate
and high-quality water sup-
ply. which is fundamental to
enhancing livability and fos-
tering economic growth. The
project’s rationale lies in pro-

moting a climate-resilient ap-
proach to ensure sustainable
water security over time.

The objective of the study is:
Understanding the real cost
of water at the level of Urban
local bodies.

One of the project's key goals
is to bridge the gap between
citizens’ perception of water
prices and the actual costs,
factoring in economic exter-
nalities. By understanding
the real costs incurred by ad-
ministrative bodies for water
acquisition, treatment, distri-
bution, and wastewater man-
agement, the project seeks
to develop evidence-based
policies that raticnalise water
tariffs.

These policies aim to promote
fairness, equity, efficiency,
and sustainability in water
pricing, thus stimulating the
market for treated wastewa-
ter and reducing demand for
fresh water.

Expected outcomes: 1. Acom-
prehensive report assessing
the real costs of urban water
services. 2. Development of a
template for evaluating urban
water supply costs.3. Policy
guidelines for rationalising
urban water tariffs and pricing
structures.

As a long-term vision, it is
necessary to have a sustain-
able water management plan
for Pune Metropolitan Region
and this current study will be

2ct Jal Mulya’ aims to promote sustainable and

of water through a Cost-Price Approach

a way to understand the prob-
lem of urban water manage-
ment.

Itwill also help in developing a
STEP approach- Societal en-
gagement, Technology, Eco-
nomic model and Policy ini-
tiatives. This study will aim in
developing a framework of the
same and this framework can
then be used as a template for
other cities as well.

Despite efforts by govern-
ments and administrations,
water supply and treatment
projects often operate at a
loss due to lax revenue gener-
ation and enforcement of user
charges. The project aims to
test the hypothesis that cit-
izens perceive water prices
to be lower than the actual
costs, considering economic
externalities.

It also seeks to establish the
true cost of water services
borne by administrative bod-
ies, covering acquisition,
treatment, distribution, and
wastewater  management.
The ultimate goal is to deval-
op a standardised template
for nationwide use in india.
The analysis will inform ev-
idence-based policymaking
to rationalise water tariffs,
promoting faimess, equity,
efficiency, and sustainability.
The report includes valuable
insights from the roundtable
(Jan. 12, 2024) and stake-
holder discussions.
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Project Jal Mulya Aims To Promote
Sustainable And Efficient Use Of
Water Through A Cost-Price Approach

By Newes Desk - April 25 2024 D w

| PN ISTURATORAL CINTRE

INTERIM REPORT
PROJECT JAL MULYA

JAL MULYA: Promoting sustainable and efficient
use of water through a Cost-Price Approach

Project Jo! Mulya” sims o pe inzbie and efficiant use of water through » Cost-Price Approsch

INDIA: The Indian cities are facing rapid urbanisation leading to increasing demand for
water. Changing weather and precipitation patterns, depleting groundwater levels, and
increasing temperature are known to affect water availability thus leading to uncertainty in
urban water supply. Most of the Indian cities are going through this, Bangalore being the
recent example.

The rapid economic growth in Pune has attracted 3 significant influx of people from across
the country. The rapid growth of economic opportunities in Pune, its benign climate,
educational facilities, and ample water resources have led to a rising influx of people from
across the country. However, rising affluence and changing lifestyles have led to an
increase in per capita consumption of water. This, coupled with less reliable rainfall dus to
shifting climate patterns, has raised concerns over potential water shortages, which could

dicriint hoth rity fife and the thrivina sennamy 1t is thersfara imnarative tn nraartivels
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‘Project Jal Mulya’ aims to promote sustainable
and efficient use of water through a Cost-Price
Approach
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https://www.mypunepulse.com/pune-launches-project-jal-mulya-to-tackle-water-

. challenges/

Pune Launches ‘Project Jal Mulya’ to Tackle
Water Challenges
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